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to take away from the world the authority on which has hitherto been based all its morality, can offer a new and firm ground whereupon may safely be built up the fair edifice of a noble life.
We ought, however, to start with a clearly-defined idea of what we mean by the word morality. Morality, in the usual acceptation of the term, is nothing more than obedience to certain arbitrary and conventional rules, rules which do not lie in the nature of things, and which do not appeal to the surrounding system of law for their authority; they are supernatural, not natural. But morality, in the deeper and truer meaning of the word, means harmony with natural order; physical morality is harmony with all those laws obedience to which results in physical vigour; and moral morality is harmony with all those laws obedience to which results in moral vigour. This definition really carries in it the whole gist of this essay, for if morality be harmony with law, the true basis of morality must necessarily be sought for in the study of law, as manifested in phenomena; but we will examine first the grounds of morality generally offered, before proceeding to test the new basis. These grounds are, authority and intuition.
During the past ages of the world morality has been based wholly on authority ; it has drawn its sanctions from the supposed will of the gods or god; it has been rendered alluring by bribes of heaven and enforced by threats of hell. It is the favourite argument of the upholders of a supernatural revelation, that we deprive them of all sure resting-place if we do not base morality on the revealed will of God, and they assert that those who reject the Bible have not, and cannot have, any " settled standard of morality."* It is just as if it had been said at the beginning of the present century to the students of the newly-born science of geology : " You must take care where you are drifting to; certain truths about the formation of the world are revealed to you in the Bible, and on this sure ground you must build your geological theories ; if you desert it, you may indeed discover a few isolated facts, but you will be wandering about in a labyrinth without a clue; you will have no 6settled standard' of geological truth." If geologians had deferred to this reasoning, geology would have been stifled at its birth; yet there was truth in what was urged. If they cast their boat off from its Bible moorings they would go sailing off into the ocean of the unknown; they would have no "settled standard" to try their conclusions by; they